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life for the individual after death. Science made
it ridiculous to condemn the body and despise its
desires. Instead of hating the body and regarding
it as lower than the spirit, science teaches us to
keep it in perfect health, for if the body is un-
healthy or suffering, the mind must be unhealthy
and suffer as well. For almost half the nineteenth
century individualism was the religion of Eng'
lish politics: it was believed that if each individ-
ual pursued his own advantage and thought of
nothing else, the whole society would prosper ex-
ceedingly and win to perfect health, and curi-
ously enough, this same creed appeared in chem'
istry as the atomic theory. This individualism but-
tressed by the growth of science and the scientific
spirit found an astonishing advocate in Frieder-
ich Nietzsche. It is the fashion of the moment
rather to jeer at this; but NieUsche was really a
considerable force, perhaps as big a man as could
hold so onesided a creed, and he is gifted with a
controversial style of the best, a sword of rarest
edge and point.

He found words that went to the heart of the
matter: "the immaculate conception," he said,
"maculates all other conceptions.11 Christianity,
with its acceptance of despotic government, its
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